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National Science Foundation § 607.4 

Creditor agency means an agency of 
the Federal Government to which the 
debt is owed. 

Debt means an amount owed by a 
Federal employee to the United States 
from sources which include loans in-
sured or guaranteed by the United 
States and all other amounts due the 
United States from fees, leases, rents, 
royalties, services, sales of real or per-
sonal property, overpayments, pen-
alties, damages, interests, fines, for-
feitures (except those arising under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice), and 
all other similar sources. 

Disposable pay means the amount 
that remains from an employee’s Fed-
eral pay after required deductions for 
social security, Federal, State or local 
income tax, health insurance pre-
miums, retirement contributions, life 
insurance premiums, Federal employ-
ment taxes, and any other deductions 
that are required to be withheld by 
law. 

Hearing official means an individual 
responsible for conducting a hearing 
with respect to the existence or 
amount of a debt claimed, or the repay-
ment schedule of a debt, and who ren-
ders a decision on the basis of such 
hearing. A hearing official may not be 
under the supervision or control of the 
Chief Financial Officer or of persons 
having supervision or control over the 
Chief Financial Officer. 

NSF means the National Science 
Foundation. 

Paying agency means the agency that 
employs the individual who owes the 
debt and authorizes the payment of his 
or her current pay. 

Salary offset means an administrative 
offset to collect a debt pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 5514 by deduction(s) at one or 
more officially established pay inter-
vals from the current pay account of 
an employee without his or her con-
sent.

§ 607.3 Applicability. 
The regulations in this part are to be 

followed when: 
(a) NSF is owed a debt by an indi-

vidual who is a current employee of the 
NSF; or 

(b) NSF is owed a debt by an indi-
vidual currently employed by another 
Federal agency; or 

(c) NSF employs an individual who 
owes a debt to another Federal agency.

§ 607.4 Notice requirements before off-
set. 

(a) Salary offset shall not be made 
against an employee’s pay unless the 
employee is provided with written no-
tice signed by the Chief Financial Offi-
cer of the debt at least 30 days before 
salary offset commences. 

(b) The written notice shall contain: 
(1) A statement that the debt is owed 

and an explanation of its nature and 
amount; 

(2) The agency’s intention to collect 
the debt by deducting from the employ-
ee’s current disposable pay account; 

(3) The amount, frequency, proposed 
beginning date, and duration of the in-
tended deduction(s); 

(4) An explanation of interest, pen-
alties, and administrative charges, in-
cluding a statement that such charges 
will be assessed unless excused in ac-
cordance with the Federal Claims Col-
lections Standards at 4 CFR 101.1; 

(5) The employee’s right to inspect, 
request, and receive a copy of govern-
ment records relating to the debt; 

(6) The employee’s opportunity to es-
tablish a written schedule for the vol-
untary repayment of the debt in lieu of 
offset; 

(7) The employee’s right to an oral 
hearing or a determination based on a 
review of the written record (‘‘paper 
hearing’’) conducted by an impartial 
hearing official concerning the exist-
ence or the amount of the debt, or the 
terms of the repayment schedule; 

(8) The procedures and time period 
for petitioning for a hearing; 

(9) A statement that a timely filing 
of a petition for a hearing will stay the 
commencement of collection pro-
ceedings; 

(10) A statement that a final decision 
on the hearing (if requested) will be 
issued by the hearing official not later 
than 60 days after the filing of the peti-
tion requesting the hearing unless the 
employee requests and the hearing offi-
cial grants a delay in the proceedings; 

(11) A statement that knowingly 
false or frivolous statements, represen-
tations, or evidence may subject the 
employee to appropriate disciplinary 
procedures and/or statutory penalties; 
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